RNA editing in kinetoplastid parasites: what to do with U.
The editing of the mitochondrial RNAs of kinetoplastid protozoa is a bizarre form of transcript maturation that involves insertion and deletion of uridylate residues. Editing leads to the formation of translational initiation and termination codons, the correction of gene-encoded reading frame shifts and the creation of complete reading frames in mRNAs. It is therefore an essential step in mitochondrial gene expression.